                                Guringai Festival 2014

                    “Wellness and Wellbeing for all People”
AVALON BAPTIST PEACE CHURCH   would like to offer  two events  to contribute to the Guringai  Festival  this year.     These  will  be presented at the morning services   on   1st JUNE  and  8th JUNE.

1.      JUNE  1st      THE REMOTE COMMUNITY OF NUMBULWAR
  A presentation by M/s Ruth Brigden who has worked in the remote community of NUMBULWAR in the NT  (near the mouth of the Roper River) for the last 6 years as a missionary for CMS.   Ruth dedicated her life there to helping the people of Numbulwar in many different ways.
She will tell you about some of the problems faced by the indigenous people in remote communities,  about her experience in helping them towards a better life, spiritually,  physically,and educationally- and also about what she herself learned from these wonderful people.   She lived, worked, played, fished, hunted, comforted, learned and taught, and prayed with them.   This is a great story.    
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This  event will be held at the Avalon Baptist Peace Church  -  2 George St

Sunday  1st June  at   10   a.m.  

2.   JUNE 8th       SCREENING OF DOCUMENTARY   ‘88’   and  



 Q  &  A  with Director  Adrian Wills

“88”  is the documentary exploring the response of the Aboriginal people of Australia to the Bi-Centenary celebrations in 1988.   As  (lawyer and activist) Michael Mansell says “before we go around celebrating and having a birthday for white people, lets consider the effect on the people who were invaded – and who suffered all the atrocities because of that invasion”.  
Thus  “White Australia has a black history” became the rallying call.

“Other accounts come from Aboriginal activists and academics, including Dr Anne Pattel-Gray, Gracelyn Smallwood, Robbie Thorpe, Kingsley Ahang, Jill Perkins, Tiga Bayles, Linda Burney and Mia Christophersen. Perhaps the most affecting memory comes from Gillian Moody, there with her white adoptive parents. She remembers watching from the sidelines and suddenly realising she should be among it.

Produced and co-written by Michaela Perske (Footy Chicks, Making Babies) and directed/co-written by Adrian Russell Wills, 88 would be a worthy addition to the national curriculum, as a first step of counteracting the disgraceful whitewashing that continues in schools to this day.    “                                                 

(from review by” Time Out”)
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AS  many have noted this coming together of Aboriginal people to protest, was the beginning of  a huge movement toward reconciliation, leading to the  Apology.  If you missed it in January you will have a chance to see it in Avalon on June 8th.   Jill Perkins ( famous in the work of the Aboriginal Support Group) is outstanding in this film.

Sunday  June  8th   10. am   Avalon Baptist Peace Church     2  George st.
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Leading the  Protest  march  in 1988








